
WHY NOT...

Build a bug hotel!

Full instructions overleaf 

2020

MARCH
Weeks 10 - 14

Monday
2 9 16 23

Tuesday
3 10 17 24

Wednesday
4 11 18 25

Thursday
5 12 19 26

Friday

6 13 20 27

Planting 
Day

SOIL HEALTH
Get burying your cotton 
fabric for the Super soil 

science activity and find out 
how good your soil is for 
growing. Full details on  

the website

PLANT HEALTH
To see if your plant needs 

watering, test your soil to a depth 
of 5 cm, if it’s dry add water.

Find the right spot to stand your 
plant and it will thrive!

FEBRUARY
Weeks 5 - 9

Monday
3 10 17 24

Tuesday
4 11 18 25

Wednesday
5 12 19 26

Thursday
6 13 20 27

Friday
7 14 21 28

Chitting 
NOW

APRIL
Weeks 15 - 19

Monday
6 13 20 27

Tuesday
7 14 21 28

Wednesday
8 15 22 29

Thursday
9 16 23 30

Friday
10 17 24

MAY
Weeks 20 - 24

Monday
4 11 18 25

Tuesday
5 12 19 26

Wednesday
6 13 20 27

Thursday
7 14 21 28

Friday
8 15 22 29

JUNE
Weeks 25 - 29

Monday
1 8 15 22

Tuesday
2 9 16 23

Wednesday
3 10 17 24

Thursday
4 11 18 25

5 12 19 26

Harvesting 
Day

REMINDER
Your potato plants should 
now be starting to grow  

and breaking through 
the soil

REMINDER
Roots and stolons will  

be developing from  
the nodes

PLANT HEALTH
Potato plants prefer not to be 
in direct sunlight, but, equally 

don’t like the shade

PLANT HEALTH
Due to all of your hard work 

and regular watering, the 
tubers are now beginning  

to form

PLANT HEALTH
More soil in your bags means 
more room for your potatoes 

to grow

The hardest working 
creatures on the planet, 
bees have the principal 
role of pollinating the 
flowers on your potato 
plant. They are the ONLY 
insects in the world to 
make food for humans20K species worldwide, they 

add colour and a touch of 
beauty to nature. Also help 

pollinate your potato 
flowers and eat weeds

BEES

BUTTERFLIES

Aphids are a PEST to potato 
plants, usually found under 
the leaves, extracting sap. 
Grey-white root aphids live 
in soil and can attack your 
plants, causing them to 
suddenly wilt or die

Commonly found near 
dense vegetation, there 
are over 5,000 species 
of ladybird worldwide. 

Encourage ladybirds onto 
your potato plants, as they 

are one of nature’s own ‘pest’ 
controllers, feeding on aphids

APHIDS

LADYBIRDS

Extremely smart insects, ants  
can be found in your potato  
plants looking for food and  

shelter. They won’t attack your  
plant outright, they are more likely 

after aphids that do harm your plant. 
Ants in your plants are a sign that 

your plant has other problems!

ANTS

Like to build webs in and 
around your potato plants to 

trap insect pests. They are 
effective predators, preying on 
pests like aphids. Some insect 
pests will abandon an area as 

a spider moves in!

Their flat bodies make them 
ideally suited to hiding in the 
cool, moist areas under your 
potato bags. This also acts as 
protection from birds and toads 
that like to feast on them

SPIDERS 

CENTIPEDES 

Prefer young plants, so watch 
out for them as your potatoes 
begin to grow. They can be 
found under your growbags, 
feeding on water and decaying 
vegetation that has drained 
through the soil

EARWIGS 

Like it dark and damp, 
so under your potato 

bags is perfect for 
them. In cold weather, 

they can be found 
sheltering in the soil or 
in your compost heaps

WOODLICE  

Found in the soil in your 
potato bags, the more 
worms you have, the better 
the soil. They break down 
leaves and dead plants  
and release nutrients. 
The tunnels they create 
make it easier for your 
potato plants to grow

WORMS 

Challenge: We’ve named a few that we think you will see, let us know of any others you find on: @potatoesforschools @potatoes4school

Are common pests but  
not all species will feed on 

your potato plants, some 
feed on decaying matter 

or even other slugs. Birds, 
frogs, hedgehogs and 

ground beetles all like to 
feed on slugs

SLUGS

REMINDER
As shoots start to 

appear, add more soil 
to your bag, keep doing 
this until you reach the 

top of the bag

REMINDER
Download the ‘Friend or 

Foe’ worksheets from the 
website and find out what’s 

been calling your potato  
bag ‘home’

Friday

AND           YOU MIGHT MEET AT HARVESTINGAND           YOU MIGHT MEET AT HARVESTING




