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The hardest working
creatures on the planet,
bees have the principal
role of pollinating the
flowers on your potato
plant. They are the ONLY
insects in the world to
make food for humans

Aphids are a PEST to potato
plants, usually found under
the leaves, extracting sap.
Grey-white root aphids live
in soil and can attack your
plants, causing them to
suddenly wilt or die

CHALLENGE
We’ve named a
few insects that
we think you will
see, let us know
if you find any
others on:

BUTTERFLIES
20K species worldwide, they add colour and a touch of beauty to
nature. Also help pollinate your potato flowers and eat weeds

EARWIGS

WORMS

Prefer young plants, so
watch out for them as your
potatoes begin to grow.
They can be found under
your growbags, feeding
on water and decaying
vegetation that has drained
through the soil

Found in the soil in your
potato bags, the more
worms you have, the better
the soil. They break down
leaves and dead plants
and release nutrients.
The tunnels they create
make it easier for your
potato plants to grow

WOODLICE
Like it dark and damp,
so under your potato
bags is perfect for
them. In cold weather,
they can be found
sheltering in the soil or
in your compost heaps

CENTIPEDES
Their flat bodies make them
ideally suited to hiding in the
cool, moist areas under your
potato bags. This also acts as
protection from birds and toads
that like to feast on them
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LADYBIRDS

SPIDERS

Commonly found near
dense vegetation, there
are over 5,000 species
of ladybird worldwide.
Encourage ladybirds onto
your potato plants, as
they are one of nature’s
own ‘pest’ controllers,
feeding on aphids

Like to build webs in
and around your potato
plants to trap insect
pests. They are effective
predators, preying on
pests like aphids. Some
insect pests will abandon
an area as a spider
moves in!

SLUGS

ANTS

Are common pests but
not all species will feed on
your potato plants, some
feed on decaying matter
or even other slugs. Birds,
frogs, hedgehogs and
ground beetles all like to
feed on slugs

Extremely smart
insects, ants
can be found in
your potato
plants looking for
food and
shelter. They won’t
attack your
plant outright,
they are more
likely after aphids
that do harm your
plant. Ants in your
plants are a sign
that your plant has
other problems!

